Patch Elementary School 

School Advisory Council Meeting

13 September 2007

In attendance:  
Bob Allen, Principal




Ron Lathrop, Assistant Principal




Joyce Kennedy, School Liaison Officer

Denise Suhr, Teacher




Susan Sigmon, Parent




Larry Essick, Parent




Jan Lowry, Teacher




Jeanne Roth, Parent




Stefan Zappey, Teacher




Barbara Kloss (FRS)




Mary Ellen Keen, Visitor (Parent)




Barbara Anderson, Visitor (Teacher)

The meeting was called to order at 1455 hrs.

A motion was made by Jan Lowry and seconded by Larry Essick to elect Jeanne Roth as SAC Chair, Jan Lowry as Vice Chair, and Stefan Zappey as Secretary for the 2007-2008 school year.  Motion passed unanimously.

Jan Lowry requested that her term be considered a one-year term.  Thus, the three teacher members would not all have to be replaced at the same time.  That proposal was accepted by the SAC.      

Principal’s Report:

· Enrollment:  Our current enrollment rests at 599.  Last school year, our enrollment was 476 on the first day of school.  This appears to bring with it implications for fire code issues and other safety concerns.  Dr. Allen pointed out that the school can safely accommodate a maximum of 715 students, but that facility space and safety concerns will become issues thereafter.  AfriCom is partly responsible for the surge, as is the redistricting of students from Boeblingen to Patch.

· Student:Teacher Ratios:  Dr. Allen presented attachment 1, outlining current student:teacher ratios at the various grade levels.  The s:t ratio at the Kindergarten level is currently at 22.5.

· Infrastructure:  

· Four classrooms are slated to be constructed on the blacktop area of the playground.  Discussion ensued over notification of the school concerning this project, and a recommendation was put forth by Joyce Kennedy to compose a letter to Mr. Thompson, District Superintendent, to brief the school community on the upcoming construction initiative.  Jeanne Roth will compose the letter and invite Mr. Thompson to a future SAC meeting.

· The TMS buildings across from the new base library are slated for demolition.  The space gained from the demolition is to be turned into a viable bus lane, thus ensuring greater safety for students arriving at or leaving school.

· “Special” Programs:  Concerning the start of programs such as Read180, Dr. Allen pointed out that assessments of students are still on-going, and that once those assessments are completed and students identified, programs will commence.

· Cafeteria Service:  It was reported by Dr. Allen that cafeteria services seem to be running smoother than last year and that the cafeteria seems appropriately staffed.  

· Student Safety:  Students, especially bus students, tend to arrive at school about 5 minutes too early.  Dr. Allen and Mr. Lathrop will continue to temporarily supervise, but this cannot be a permanent solution.

Chair:

· Mrs. Roth pointed out that Boeblingen School is using a program called GradeSpeed to inform parents of their children’s grades and progress.  Dr. Allen stated that this program is piloted by a few teachers at the school, and that a similar program may be implemented by DoDDS in the future.

The meeting adjourned at 1635

The next meeting is scheduled for 11 October (and every second Thursday of the month thereafter.)

Respectfully Submitted,

Stefan Zappey  

