
PARENT-TEACHER    
                CONFERENCES 
 

This year’s parent-teacher conferences are scheduled for Thursday 
and Friday, November 12 and 13.  SCHOOL WILL NOT BE IN 
SESSION FOR STUDENTS ON THESE DAYS.  Although teachers 
are always available, with advance notice, to discuss your child’s 
progress, this is your annual, formal opportunity to meet personally to 
discuss your child’s adjustment to the new school year.  By all means, 
come with questions.  You should have already received a conference 
date and time for next week.  If not, please contact your child’s teacher. 
 
Here are some suggestions that help you get the most from your 
parent-teacher conference. 
 
Before the conference: 

• Decide on specific questions to ask the teacher.  For example, 
“Is our child doing as well as he/she should in reading?  Why 
are certain procedures being followed in the classroom?  What 
are the policies regarding homework?” 

• Be prepared to answer questions that might be asked by the 
teacher pertaining to your child’s hobbies and interests, special 
health problems, and provisions for study at home. 

• Express interest in the conference with your child.  Note an 
especially good experience or problem area your child has had 
in school to relate to the teacher. 

 
After the conference: 

• Make note of the important points of the conference. 
• Share the results of the conference with your child. 
• Design together a definite action plan that will promote 

improved academic growth for your child. 
• Feel free to arrange additional conferences. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPIRIT DAY – EVERY FRIDAY 
WEAR YOUR SPIRIT SHIRT OR SCHOOL COLORS:  

RED, WHITE AND/OR BLUE 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 “To provide an exemplary education that inspires and prepares all DoDEA students for 

success in a dynamic, global environment” 
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Lost & Found 
While you are at school 
for your parent-teacher 
conference, please be 

sure to stop by the 
tables in the lobby to 

search for any lost 
coats, hats, gloves or 

lunch boxes.  We have 
collected quite an 

assortment of things 
and anything left after 

the conferences will 
be donated to a 

charitable 
organization! 

 

PATCH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STALLION NEWS 

 



 

H1N1 VACCINES 
 
The Garrison Health Clinic expects the H1N1 vaccine 
to arrive next week.  Medical personnel will come to 
the school on November 19 from 8:00-12:00 to 
administer the vaccine to students and staff.  Children 9 
years old and under are required to receive two 
injections a month apart; therefore, medical personnel 
from the clinic will return on January 14 to administer 
the second dose to those children who need it.  
Additional information and permission slips will be 
sent to you next week. 

 

 
 
SCHOLASTIC  
BOOK ORDERS 

 
Get ready to read!  It's time again for Scholastic book 
orders.  Watch your child's take-home folder for 
information regarding classroom user name and 
password.  Log onto the Scholastic website, browse 
the online flyers, and make selections.  Place orders 
online using your credit card, and then the orders will 
come directly to your child's room in a few short 
weeks.  This month’s orders are due by Tuesday, 
November 10.   
 
Flyers for all age groups have been added to each 
teacher's online offerings.   Parents with children in 
various age groups and at different reading levels can 
log in just once and make selections for everyone at the 
same time.  This month's featured flyers include Firefly 
for Pre-K, Seesaw for grades K-1, Lucky for Grade 2 
and Grade 3, Arrow for Grades 4-6, and Tab for 
children reading at 7th grade level and above.  Extra 
flyers are also located on a table in the school lobby. 
 
Books make wonderful gifts, so this is a great 
opportunity to stock up for Christmas!  Orders earn 
free books for your child's classroom, book vouchers 
for teachers to use to supplement classroom libraries, 
and points for the school that can be used to order 
needed materials.  If you have any questions, please 
contact JH.   

 

   VIRTUAL WALKING 
PROGRAM 

 

CYS Services Sports & Fitness is “Walking Across 
Germany” with their program, “Laufen Über Sie 
Deutschland”.  This is a FREE virtual walking program 
open to all youth in the 1st-12th grades.  Participants 
who sign up for the program will receive a pedometer 
and a map of the course.  They will keep track of their 
daily steps/mileage and walk across Germany, 
beginning in Berlin and ending back here in Stuttgart, 
receiving prizes along the way at each destination city.  
Registration for the program is on-going through next 
month.  The group meets weekly, Wednesday’s at 5:00 
p.m. on Husky field, until the end of the program next 
June.  For more information please contact the CYS 
Services Sports & Fitness Office at 07031 15 2616.  
 
 

SPOTLIGHT   
ON LITERACY 

 
DoDEA Reading and Language Arts policy emphasizes 
the use of differentiated instruction and leveled texts.  
What is differentiated instruction?  A teacher who 
provides differentiated instruction is one who meets the 
instructional needs of all students in his or her 
classroom.  Your child’s teacher will provide specific 
instruction to each student based on results of 
assessments previously taken.  For example, while 
students in the class may be working to develop their 
reading fluency skills, other kids may be reading 
different books and learning sight words.   At the same 
time, your child may work another while other students 
work on a one-to-one basis with their teacher.   
 
Just what are leveled texts?  Most of the books used in 
elementary classrooms are leveled.   The texts are 
placed in a category based on criteria, such as number 
of words and sentence length.  The levels correspond to 
different grade-level materials.  For example, using the 
Guided Reading leveling system, levels E-I typically 
refer to books written at the first grade level.  Your 
child’s teacher can explain what leveling system they 
use in your child’s classroom. 
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KIDS WITH CHARACTER 
 

 
 

NOVEMBER:   
HONESTY/TRUST 

 

Each week, your PES Guidance & Counseling 
Program will highlight a student from each class who 
demonstrates the character trait of the month. The 
character trait for the month of November is 
Honesty/Trust. Don't deceive, cheat or steal. Build a 
good reputation, and be reliable. If we are trustworthy, 
when we say we will or will not do something, we can 
be believed. Building trust takes time; and when trust is 
broken, it takes even more time to rebuild and regain it.  
 

Award Recipients for the 

Week of November 2. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

REFLECTIONS ART 
PROGRAM 

 

Reflections 2009-10 is here without a second to spare! 
As you may already know, this is a great program 
sponsored annually by the PTA that offers your 
children the opportunity to artistically express 
themselves in any or all of six categories.  Those 
categories include Dance Choreography, Musical 
Composition, Photography, Visual Arts, Literature and 
Film Production.   This year’s theme is “BEAUTY IS 
. . .” and the deadline for all students to submit their 
entries is Monday, November 30, 2009, at 2:30pm.   
 
By encouraging your children to express themselves, 
we can help them develop their critical and problem-
solving skills.  Entries will be judged by selected 
community subject matter experts based on 
interpretation of theme, artistic merit/creativity and 
mastery of medium. All decisions made by the judges 
will be final.  The first place winners will advance to 
the European PTA level for judging. Those who place 
at the European level are then invited to attend the 
Awards Ceremony at the Annual European PTA 
Conference in Garmisch.  

General participation rules, specific category rules and 
student entry forms are attached to this newsletter. 
They are also available at www.patch-es.eu.dodea.edu/. 

Entries not following the stated program rules will be 
disqualified from the official judging process. For more 
information or if you have questions, email JF at 
PesReflections@hotmail.com.  Details about the 
National PTA Reflections program, as well as a gallery 
of last year's winners, are available at 
www.ptareflections.org.    
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Attention EFMP Families 
You are invited to a special performance of  
“HONK!” at the Kelley Theater for FREE! 
The show is on Sunday, December 6 at 3:00 p.m. and is 
open to the whole family. A special surprise awaits 
attendees after the performance! 

 
RSVP by Friday, November 20! 
Reserve your seats now by calling  
DSN 431-3362 or CIV 07031 15 3362  

 

 

Brat Burn 
Thank you for all the donations of chips, soda, baked 
goods and buns for the Brat Burn.  Despite the 
weather, we made over $600 for the PTA!  Thank you 
again for your support. 
 



 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
 
Nov. 9 Second Quarter Begins 
 
Nov. 11 Veterans’ Day, 
 No School for Students 
 
Nov. 12-13 Parent Teacher Conferences, 
 No School for Students 
 
Nov. 26-27 Thanksgiving Holidays 
 
Nov. 30 “Reflections” Art Program Submissions 

Due 
 
Dec. 3 School Advisory Committee Meeting 
 3:00 p.m., Information Center 
 
Dec. 21-Jan. 1 Winter Break 
 
Jan. 4 School Resumes 
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SPECIALIST SCHEDULE 

Monday  
Nov. 9 

Tuesday 
Nov. 10 

Wednesday 
Nov. 11 

Thursday 
Nov. 12 

Friday    
Nov. 13 

Day 

5 
Day 

6 
 

VETERANS’ 
DAY 

NO SCHOOL 

 
NO 

SCHOOL 

 
NO 

SCHOOL 
Monday  
Nov. 16 

Tuesday 
Nov. 17 

Wednesday 
Nov. 18 

Thursday 
Nov. 19 

Friday    
Nov. 20 

Day 

1 
Day 

2 
Day 

3 
Day 

4 
Day 

5 

 

  
We’re on the Web! 

www.patch-es.eu.dodea.edu 
 

COLD WEATHER 
IS HERE! 

 
Now that cold weather is upon us please be sure that 
your child is dressed in layers of warm clothing 
before setting out for school each morning.  We 
make every effort to ensure that students get at least 
some fresh air and exercise on a daily basis.  It is a 
significant part of our education program.  If weather 
permits, students will have supervised outdoor 
recess, if only for five minutes or so, immediately 
after lunch.  Warm coats with zippers that work, 
hats and gloves are a must. 

   
 

VOLUNTEER HOURS 
We know we have many amazing volunteers here at 
Patch Elementary School.  Did you know that you 
may now keep track of all those volunteer hours on 
line?  Visit www.myarmyonesource.com to register 
and begin logging your volunteer hours.  Doing so 
benefits you and your community.  Don’t have 
computer access or need help getting registered?  You 
may contact JO. Thank you for your help! 
 

Robert Allen, Principal 

Ron Lathrop, Assistant Principal 

 

Telephone:  0711-680-5200 

430-5200 (DSN) 

 

Frank Roehl 

Heidelberg District Superintendent 

 

Telephone:  06221-7590-2312 

388-9383 (DSN) 


