
Patch Elementary School 

SAC Meeting Minutes 

Nov 1, 2012 

15:00-PES Information Center 

Members Present  

Principal:  Nancy Hammack 

Faculty Reps:  Karen Antonucci,  Adrienne Smith, Robin Tessereau 

Parent Reps:  Travis Mooring, Angel Jones, Joe Civello, Beth Cypher 

School Liaison Officer:   Joe Holder 

AAFES Rep:  Petra Kotheder   

Others:   The meeting was widely attended with approximately 25 additional educators and parents participating. 

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Travis Mooring 

1. Opening introductions were made for the benefit of the large number of participants. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes- the approval of the Oct mtg minutes was deferred since one of the Nov agenda items deals 

with a clarification to the Oct minutes (tardiness policy conflict between meeting minutes and Newsletter).    

June minutes still in mail and will be approved at future meeting. 

 

3. The AFFES rep was present to address parent concerns regarding the school lunch program; specifically, food 

selections/alternatives and the appropriateness of the eating utensils.   

a. The plastic spoon/fork combo utensil was identified as insufficient for the children to use with some of 

the food items.   There are food items that require longer fork tongs, such as salads.   

b. Concerns were raised about the appropriateness of certain food types based on age, and the ability of 

the children to manage certain food items (e.g. chicken fingers vs. a large chicken breast, and 

sandwiches cut into manageable pieces vs. a whole sandwich).   Nutritional balance was also a concern;  

as well as the tracking of lunch orders to ensure that sufficient quantities are available. 

c. One audience member explained that AAFES judges the nutritional value of their lunch service based on  

a weekly assessment of all the food types provided, not a meal by meal assessment. 

d. Several individuals offered alternative ideas for tracking the children's food orders to enable better 

management of the quantities being prepared.  The school administration will consider these 

suggestions. 

e. Ms. Kotheder took note of the food prep & utensil concerns and agreed to discuss them with the AAFES 

team. 

   

4. Reports 

a.  Principal- Ms. Hammack announced that the first allocation of the school budget had been received.  

Approx $65k.  School Admin team will be evaluating/prioritizing needs and moving ahead with 



purchases in the coming weeks.  These will include both general school items and teacher supply needs.  

$6k of transportation funding, primarily aimed at supporting field trips, was also received.  

b.  School Liaison Officer- Announced upcoming Installation Advisory Council  mtg dates (29 Nov, 17 Jan, 14 

Mar, & 9 May).  Also reported that the School Liaison Office will be spearheading Bullying Prevention 

Initiatives with the intent of facilitating a consistent message between both CYS and School programs.  

They will also focus on cyber-bullying. 

 

5. Old Business 

a. Emergency Evacuation Procedure - Update 

i. Ms. Hammack announced that agreement was reached for AAFES to support with drinks/snacks 

if an evacuation exceeds the 3 hour mark, and if these actions align with the Garrison's  

guidance for the particular incident.  

ii. An emergency evacuation "practice run" will be coming up later this month.  

iii. Release of students during an emergency evac can not occur until the Garrison gives the OK to 

the school administration.    

iv. Parent concern:  prior email notices regarding evacuations went to spouse's office email.  If 

spouse is deployed, then neither parent gets the message.  Ms. Hammack stated that the school 

will release the notification email to their parent email contact list rather than the Garrison.   So 

if the contact info you've given the school includes your personal email, then last year's 

notification problem should be avoided.  After this initial email notice, further info will be 

provided by the Garrison. 

v. Parent concern:  Dealing with kid's fears - particularly follow-up discussion after the event.  How 

does the school handle this?  Ms. Hammack stated this should be addressed in the classroom by 

the teachers. 

b. Tardiness Policy 

i. The conflicting statements regarding Tardiness Policy within the 2012/2013 School 

Handbook,  the prior SAC mtg minutes, and the Oct 12th Newsletter were discussed.   

ii. Discussion seemed to indicate that more enforcement of tardy's was needed through use of 

tardy slips, tracking of tardy's, and notification to parents.   

iii. Parent concern:  If a child walks to school alone and arrives after 0800, will parent be called 

at home to come to school and sign them in?  Answer:  no. 

iv. Parent concern:   If a child is dropped off at "kiss & ride" and it is after 0800 but before 0815, 

will parent be required to find parking and walk child to office to sign them in?  Answer:  no. 

v. Ms. Hammack explained that unexcused tardy's will be given to children who walk in late 

(after 0800).  Children who walk in with parents after 0800 will require sign-in. 

        c.     Playground consistency 

i. Concerns were raised regarding inconsistent application of the playground rules.   

Playground rules are found on page 14 of the 2012/2013 School Handbook.   School 

administration will review the rules, then distribute guidance to the playground monitors to 

reinforce rules consistency. 

 

6. New Business 

a. Playground snow guidelines 

i. Ms. Hammack explained there is no general intent to close the playground in snowy weather.  

However, safety must come first and children must be dressed appropriately.  With that said, 

the intent is to keep the playground open when it snows, but the climbing type of equipment 



will, for the most part, be off limits due to icing concerns.  Other equipment (swings, etc.) will 

still be available.  

ii. Parents requested that this summary be presented in an upcoming Newsletter.  

 

b. Music & Art way ahead 

i. Ms. Hammack explained that the additional classroom modules are expected to be available for 

school use after the Christmas break.  The current plan is for the Art class to return to it's old 

room (#  401); then the 4th grade class currently in room 401 will move to the new buildings 

along with 5th grades.  Additionally, the Music and Host Nation programs will share a room in 

the new buildings.   

ii. The music teacher, Mr. Lesko, explained that the plan agreed to last school year was for the 

music program to have it's own room due to it's unique requirements and difficulties in sharing 

space with more traditional learning environments.         

iii. Parent request:  Communicate this new plan, along with all related classroom moves, to the 

students prior to the Christmas break. 

iv. Parent suggestion:   Consider other classroom sharing arrangements, such as Art and Host 

Nation in a room together since these appear to be more compatible functions, with Music 

alone in it's own room. 

       c.   Health curriculum 

i. Concerns were expressed about the new Health program, how it fits into the curriculum, what 

additional impact it will have when added on to the other specials that pull children away from 

their classrooms, and what better methods might be found for achieving the same result. 

ii. Ms. Hammack stated this program was initiated in the prior school year, and so this year they 

are following thru with that plan and will be evaluating as they go. 

iii. She also noted that this subject, although not listed in the curriculum shown in the 2012/2013 

School handbook, is part of DoDDS curriculum. 

iv. She further explained that 30 minutes per week (specialist time) is not adequate and this subject 

matter should be an integral part of the regular classroom and PE curriculums as well.   

v. Parent concerns were raised about specific items being taught in health (e.g. how to walk a 

police line) and their value/relevancy was questioned.  School administration took note of these 

items for further review. 

vi. Parent suggestion was made to consider meeting this curriculum goal thru regular classroom 

instruction vice an additional special. 

 

7.   Open Forum 

       a.    Parent concern was raised about Bus safety.  Specifically, it was pointed out that Bus 19 has a missing    

              driver's side mirror.  Ms.  Hammack explained that she had already passed this concern to the Bus    

              Transportation Office. 

 

8.  Announcements 

        a.    Date/time for the next SAC mtg was announced (6 Dec at 1500). 

        b.   SAC training dates were discussed, but not resolved.  Email proposal to follow so that all can   

               consult their calendars. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m. 


